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AGENDA 
08:30 — 09:00 

09:00 — 09:10 

09:10 — 09:40 

09:40 — 10:40 

10:40 — 11:00 

11:00 — 11:25 

Breakfast 

Welcome & Introductions 

Developments in Recent Banking Collapses 

A discussion of the recent spate of banking collapses including SVB Financial 
Group, the subsequent failure of Signature Bank, and the rapid deterioration 
of Credit Suisse. In the case of SVB, the bank's senior executives were aware of 
significant deficiencies in SVB's risk management controls and processes but 
failed to take corrective action and concealed those issues from investors. SVB 
operated for nearly all of 2022 without a Chief Risk Officer and that egregious 
deficiency directly contributed to SVB's collapse—the largest U.S. bank failure 
since the 2008 financial crisis and the second largest in U.S. history. We will 
discuss the role of Chief Officers in preserving shareholder value and their 
explicit duties to investors. We will also discuss governance reforms that can 
impact banks on the verge of failure and before insolvency, as is the case with 
Credit Suisse. 

Shareholder Litigation Used as a Tool to Protect and Promote Investor 
Interests in the U.S. 

Discussion of different types of actions, substantive laws and procedural rules, 
the lead plaintiff process, discovery, and potential financial and 
sustainability/ESG goals and outcomes in the U.S. These types of actions, as 
part of securities and corporate governance litigation and investor activism, 
will continue to be effective tools to drive meaningful and lasting social change. 

Coffee Break 

The Evolving Role of Sustainability and ESG Considerations in Guiding 
Corporate Action 

Discussions: 
"Bottom-up" evolution of responsibility in Europe 
"Top-down" approach of obligations in the U.S. 

Speaker: Richard Grottheim 
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11:25 — 12:00 

12:00 — 12:30 

Active Ownership: Engagement, Voting Rights, and ESG Litigation 

Discussion on the different instruments that investors have to solve ESG issues 
at listed companies they invest in. Special emphasis will be given to proxy 
contests and litigation with the primary goal of improving the environmental, 
social, or corporate governance performance of a company. 

Greenwashing — Is This New Trend Misleading Investors? 

Discussion on how "Greenwashing" involves making an unsubstantiated claim 
to deceive investors into believing that a company's products are 
environmentally friendly or have a greater positive environmental impact than 
they actually do. Using Generac and other cases as examples, we will discuss 
what investors can do to prevent and cure damage related to greenwashing 
schemes. 

Speakers: Luisa Florez, Thomas Girard, and Stephanie Mielnik 

12:30 — 13:15 Lunch 

13:15 —14:00 Keynote Speaker 
Dr. Zeno Leoni is a world-leading expert on U.S.-
China relations and one of the top minds in his field 
regarding international security, globalisation, and 
the interconnectedness of the United States, 
Western Europe, and China. At this year's 
conference, Dr. Leoni will discuss the current 
geopolitical landscape and provide astute 
observations on recent developments in dealings 
between the U.S. and China, Russia, the role of 
neutral countries such as India, and the challenging 
process of transitioning into a new world order. 

Dr. Leoni currently teaches at King's College London, lecturing on War Studies 
Education at the Defence Studies Department based within the Joint Services and Staff 
College (JSCSC) of the Defence Academy UK. He is also an affiliate of the university's 
Lau China Institute and co-convenor of their policy brief series "China in the World." 
In 2020, he was made a visiting scholar in Defence and Security Studies at Madrid's 
Nebrija University. Dr. Leoni is also the Executive Director of ITSS Verona (International 
Team for the Study of Security Verona), a not-for-profit cultural association committed 
to spreading knowledge in the field of international security. Dr. Leoni's research is 
highly regarded by policymakers in both the UK and Italy, and his work with 

1 government institutions, academics, and think tanks continues to set the tone for 
I deeper and more thoughtful analyses of geopolitical, technological, environmental, 

and economic trends. 
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14:00 — 14:45 Developments in Non-U.S. Shareholder Litigation 

Discussion of new cases in select jurisdictions, guidelines for selecting and 
retaining counsel, different litigation funding models, the ability of investors to 
oversee case strategy and settlement, and potential financial and 
sustainability/ESG goals and outcomes in non-U.S. shareholder litigation and 
its developments. 

Speakers: Joeri Klein, Roni Pacht, and Sophie Vermeille 

14:45 — 15:30 PANEL: Sustainability and ESG Considerations' Influence on Funds' 
Actions 

15:30 — 15:50 

A panel of senior representatives from large institutional investors will discuss 
if and how sustainability and ESG considerations influence their funds' actions 
to protect their investments and promote long-term value creation. 

Panelists: Jonathan Chevreau, Jeremy Hill, Caroline Rifall, and Bridget Uku 

High Tea Break 

15:50 — 16:45 Investors' Options to Maximize Financial Recovery 

16:45 — 17:15 

17:15 — 18:45 

19:00 

Discussion on opt-out litigation — the circumstances in which, and the reasons 
why, large institutional investors may choose to opt out of securities class 
actions and file individual actions to pursue their own claims. We will discuss 
the timing for making such decisions and the benefits and considerations of 
direct opt-out litigation. Moreover, we will discuss appraisal rights and ways to 
optimize the revenue from passive claim filing. 

Institutional Investor Roundup 

Discussion among institutional investors will take place intimately without the 
BLB&G hosts being present in the room. This will provide institutional investors 
an opportunity to discuss amongst themselves the different approaches they 
have taken with respect to portfolio monitoring, internal policies, loss 
thresholds, litigation preferences, ESG considerations, and other related 
topics. 

Wrap-up & Cocktail Reception 

Conference Dinner 

We will be hosting our post-conference dinner at: 
CONTRASTE PARIS  
18 Rue d'Anjou, 75008 Paris 
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BLB&G HOSTS 
Jeroen van Kwawegen is a partner and co-head of BLB&G's corporate governance practice. He oversees 
all breaches of fiduciary duty litigation on behalf of shareholders against boards and senior executives. Jeroen 
also leads BLB&G's work representing European institutional investors in shareholder litigation, including 
securities class actions. Over the course of his career, Jeroen has recovered more than $2 billion for investors, 
improved corporate governance practices at numerous companies, and vindicated fundamental shareholder 
voting and franchise rights. Lawdragon named Jeroen one of "the 500 Leading Lawyers in America." 
Benchmark named Jeroen a "Litigation Star" and Law360 selected him as a "Legal MVP" in securities. 

Anatoli van der Krans is widely regarded as one of the leading European experts on corporate governance 
and shareholder litigation. As BLB&G's Director of European Client Development, Anatoli assists the firm in 
advising European institutional investors on developing and implementing shareholder litigation policies, and 
on new and pending securities fraud and corporate governance litigations. Anatoli has been involved in a 
number of high -profile securities class and private actions, including as a representative of the institutional 
investor plaintiff. His deep understanding of the regulatory environment for European asset managers and 
pension schemes enables Anatoli to build cultural bridges and support clients in implementing appropriate 
decision -making processes. 

Hans Ek serves as BLB&G's Senior Advisor for European Investor Relations. He is recognized as a leading 
expert on corporate governance, responsible investment, and securities litigation. Hans previously served as 
deputy CEO at SEB Investment Management where he spent more than 20 years. He also serves as a non -
executive board member at venture capital company Saminvest AB, and Lansforsakringar Fund Management 
Company, among other appointments. As a respected investor advocate, Hans is a sought-after speaker on 
environmental, social, and corporate governance (ESG). He has significant experience with change 
management and the implementation of new legal frameworks within funds and a wide array of 
other internal best practices at large asset managers, including sales, project management, and 
communications. 

Meg Sanborn-Lowing is an associate practicing out of the firm's New York office, where she prosecutes 
corporate governance and fiduciary duty litigation on behalf of institutional investor clients. She has been an 
integral team member in prosecuting some of the firm's most significant litigations, including Emps. Ret. Sys. 
of the City of St. Louis, et al., v. Jones, et al. ("FirstEnergy Corp.") and In re Columbia Pipeline Group. She is also 
a member of the New York County Lawyers Association, where she serves on the Supreme Court and Abortion 
Rights Joint Task Force. Prior to joining the firm, Meg was an associate practicing litigation at a securities 
litigation plaintiffs' firm. She is a graduate of Fordham University Law School, and former editor-in -chief of 
Ford ham's Journal of Corporate and Financial Law. 

Jerry Silk is a partner and member of BLB&G's Executive Committee. His practice focuses on representing 
institutional investors on matters involving federal and state securities laws, as well as advising creditors on 
their rights with respect to pursuing affirmative claims. Jerry also oversees the firm's case development and 
client advisory group. The National Law Journal recognized Jerry as one of their "Litigation Trailblazers & 
Pioneers" and Chambers USA continuously ranks Jerry nationally "for his expertise in a range of cases on the 
plaintiff side." He has also been featured as a business media commentator, appearing on NBC's Today, and 
CNBC's Power Lunch and in outlets including The New York Times and Financial Times. 

Greg Varallo is a partner at BLB&G and heads the firm's Delaware office. Throughout his distinguished 
career, he has fought to protect investor rights, litigating hundreds of complex business disputes in state and 
federal courts throughout the United States, including Delaware, and has earned a reputation as one of the 
country's leading corporate governance experts and trial lawyers. Greg is hailed as one of the nation's leading 
business litigators by Chambers USA, Legal 500 USA, Best Lawyers®, Thomson Reuters' Super Lawyers and 
Lawdragon. Greg was also named a "Top Lawyer" by Delaware Today, a "500 Leading Plaintiff Financial 
Lawyer" by Lawdragon, and a "Litigation Star" by Benchmark Litigation. 
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EXTERNAL SPEAKERS  
Jonathan Chevreau is Deputy Head of Legal at OF! Invest Asset Management and has more than 14 years 
of experience as a financial lawyer in asset management and investment banking. He started his career at 
AXA Investment Managers before joining Societe Generale CIB in London on the trading floor working for a 
derivatives sales team. He moved back to Paris in 2012 for OH Invest Asset Management as a senior lawyer 

--- before being appointed Deputy Head of Legal. Together with his team, he deals with all legal topics and 
participates in the group's cross-functional and strategic projects and oversees worldwide class action. 

ill it Jonathan graduated with a Specialized Master degree from HEC (2008) and a Master degree in Financial Law 
from Paris I Pantheon Sorbonne. He has AMF certification and obtained the "Certificat Administrateur de 
Societes" from IFA and SciencesPo in July 2021 (Session 50) and ecoDa Certificate (2022 Fall Edition). 

Luisa Florez is Head of Research in Responsible Finance at OH AM. Before joining OH AM, Luisa had been 
at LBPAM since 2017, where she held the posts, successively, of Head of SRI Research and Head of SRI 
Solutions. She began her career in 2005 at Vigeo, before getting into asset management as SRI analyst at 
Groupama AM and taking on the role of Head of ESG research at AXA IM. Luisa Florez holds a Master's degree 
in Finance and Strategy from the Paris Institute of Studies (Sciences Po Paris). 

Thomas Girard is the Global Head of Green & Sustainable Syndicate and has a cumulated experience of 
20 years in Wealth Management, Responsible Investment, and Green & Sustainable Finance. In his current 
role, Thomas is in charge of defining Natixis CIB's Green distribution strategy towards investors, in 
collaboration with Portfolio Management and Global Credit Syndicate business line. As such, he ensures 
issuer supply meets investor demand on the ESG front. He joined Natixis in 2011 and contributed to the 
establishment of its SRI sell -side Research capabilities. He was a Senior ESG Analyst (2011-2017), and became 

thNatixis SRI Research team's representative in London (2014-2017) to expand the team's franchise globally. 
Prior to joining Natixis, Thomas worked at MSCI ESG Research as a Consultant, and at ORSE, a French think 
tank for Corporate Social Responsibility, as a Project Manager where he realized a practical guide on the 

pedagogy of SRI for French financial institutions (in partnership with Paris EUROPLACE) and a report on worldwide ESG -related 
engagement practices (in partnership with French FIR and AFG and with the support of EUROSIF and the PR!). Before that, Thomas 
started his career in the Wealth Management industry, as a Financial Planner at Banque Populaire (2003-2007), then as a Private 
Banker at UBS (2007-2010). Thomas holds a Master in Business Law (University of Strathclyde), a Master in Finance & Control 
(Universite Jean -Moulin Lyon III) and a MBA in Operational Management & Sustainable Performance (ISC Paris). 

Richard Grottheim is CEO of the Seventh AP fund since 1st of December 2010, and prior to that has been 
Executive Vice President at AP7 since April 2000. He was head of the Monetary and Foreign Exchange Policy 
department at the Swedish central bank between 1993-1999. He has also been chief economist at the 
Swedish brokerage firm Aragon Securities. The Seventh AP fund acts within the premium pension system, 
the defined contribution part of the government pension system. It is a global equity fund with 4 per cent in 
private equity. The fund mainly manages money for people that didn't select a private fund within the 
premium pension system. Richard has a B.S. in Business Administration and Economics from the University 
of Stockholm. 

Jeremy Hill re-joined USS as Group General Counsel in 2014, having previously worked as General Counsel 
for the Investment Management function between 2009-2011. In the period between 2011-2014 he was 
General Counsel and a main Board Director at Martin Currie Investment Management. His previous 
experience includes responsibility for various areas of the legal coverage for the EMEA business at Morgan 
Stanley Investment Management, Vice President at Merrill Lynch Investment Managers, and Legal Advisor 
at the London Stock Exchange. Jeremy qualified as a Solicitor in England in 1991. 
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Joeri Klein is Deminor's General Counsel in the Netherlands and has worked for the firm for over 13 years. 
He is responsible for collective securities and antitrust litigation and settlements in the Netherlands, 
alongside several pending Danish securities cases (Danske Bank and OW Bunker). He was involved in various 
successful collective actions and subsequent settlements in the Netherlands, including settlements for 
Imtech, the Fortis/Ageas WCAM-settlement, and the recent Steinhoff settlement. Joeri is also responsible 
for the Madoff Victim Fund claim filing project in the U.S. supporting over 4,000 clients worldwide. 

Stephanie Mielnik, CFA, is the Director of Research at the Anthropocene Fixed Income Institute (AFII), a 
research organisation empowering fixed -income investors to drive the climate transition. She is currently 
leading extensive research projects on Sustainability-Linked Bonds and loopholes in passive investment 
solutions. Stephanie has a Master's degree in Software Engineering from HEI Lille and a M.Sc. in Financial 
Engineering from Skema Business School. Prior to joining the AFII, she was a Vice -President in Northern Trust 
Asset Management's Strategic Products Team where she led the development of sustainable strategies and 
worked on the implementation of SFDR. Stephanie started her career at Natixis as a quantitative analyst 
before joining the equity derivatives desk as a structurer. Stephanie is a passionate mountain sportsperson 
and is a member of the non-profit Protect Our Winters. 

Roni Pacht is an Investment Manager and Solicitor. Most recently, Roni was Vice President (Litigation) at 
the world's oldest Sovereign Wealth Fund, where he headed the Global Securities and Class Action Litigation 
Business and sat as a Member of the Litigation and Regulation Oversight Committee. Prior to this, Roni was 
a Senior Associate at a leading international law firm where his practice focused on litigation and arbitration 
for commercial disputes, including ESG-related litigation and group actions. Roni has experience advising 
CEOs, boards, financial institutions, private and institutional investors, and companies active in a wide range 
of sectors. This makes him especially well -placed to provide funding solutions suitable to the particular needs 
of a broad range of clients. Roni holds a B.A. (Hons) and an LL.M. He was called to the Bar in 2007 (non -
practising) and has been a practising solicitor since 2010. 

Caroline Rifall has over 20 years of experience within the financial industry. Caroline is an experienced 
Head of Legal that has built and developed both in-house legal and compliance functions in a few of the 
largest international financial institutions in Europe. Acknowledging that the in-house legal function is an 
integral part of business operations, Caroline always strives to have a solution -oriented and businesswise 
mindset and is also a valued member of every management team. Previously having worked with complex 
financing transactions (domestic and cross border) in a wide range of sectors —private equity and real estate 
M&A; financial services; asset and project finance; leasing transactions; commodities finance; cash 
management; compliance with financial regulations and regulatory issues —Caroline has now further 
expanded her experience and knowledge to include asset management. Caroline's wide legal expertise and 
managerial skills are highly appreciated by the teams she manages. 

Bridget Uku has been an Investment Manager at a £1.5bn UK local authority Pension Fund for the past 12 
years and has more than 24 years of experience at a senior management level within the local authority 
investment arena. Bridget was a member of the team responsible for the setup of the £16bn London CIV, an 
innovative construct (which was subsequently rolled out nationally) to pool London's local authority pension 
fund assets. She graduated from the University of Buckingham where she obtained a Bachelor of Laws LLB 
(hons) degree and later qualified and became a member of the Chartered Institute of Public Finance and 
Accountancy (CIPFA). Bridget sits as an independent advisor for the Royal College of Nurses Investment and 
Business Committee and is a member of the FTSE Russell EMEA Equity regional Advisory Committee. 
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Sophie Vermeille is the founder of French law firm Vermeille & Co, which has been advising arbitrageurs, 
special situation investors, and long and short activists over the past six years. The firm is especially 
renowned in France for its handling of short activism cases, and in particular, those involving French issuers 
Solutions 30 and Casino (the only two cases of short activism targeting French companies over the past few 
years). Sophie has worked for over ten years for various international business law firms, in particular DLA 
Piper, Freshfields, Weil Gotshal & Manges, and Clifford Chance. She has worked on a wide variety of cases 
involving corporate finance, insolvency, and governance issues. As founder of the Law & Economics research 
institute Droit & Croissance, she has worked on several research projects in business law and is regularly 
consulted by public authorities on reform projects relating to her areas of practice in order to improve the 

attractiveness of French capital markets. Sophie holds an LL.M. in Business Law from King's College London and a Magistere Juriste 
d'Affaires from the Universite Paris II -Pantheon Assas. 


